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1 . (Original) A foam cushio a tape, comprising 

a compressible polyurethane foaoi layer having a first side and an opposite seccl^nd side; 

a composite reinforcing film comprising an anchoring layer and a reinforcing l^^'^yer, 
wherein ll>e second side of the polyurethane foam is disposed on the anchoring layer ti f the 
composite r&h iforcing film; 

a first adhesive disposed on the first side of the compressible polyurethane ft)j;;n; and 

a second adhesive disposed on tt.e reinforcing layer of the composite reinforc;::ig film. 

2. (Original) The tape of claim U wherein the compressible polynrethai] :!: foam has a 
thickness of a bout 5 to about 60 mils (about 125 to about 1500 micrometers), 

3 . (Original) The tape of c] aim 1 , wherein the compressible polyurethar^i^ foam has a 
thickne$s of libout 12 to about 17 mils (about 300 to about 425 micrometers)* 

4. (Original) The tape of claim 1, wherein the foam is open-celled, 

5. (Original) The tape of claim 1, wherein the anchoring layer is selectiki firom the 
group consisdng of polyvinylidene chloride, polyurethane, copolyester, and nyloiL, a r^d the 
reinforcing L tyer is selected fi'om the gi'oup consisting of polyethylene terephthalate 
polybutylene: terephthalate, polyvinyl, ]?olycarbonate, aad polyetherimide. 
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6. (Origitial)Thc tape of claim 1/ wherein the anchoring layer comprises 
polyvitiylidcne chloride and ths reinforchg layer comprises polyethylene terephthalatu. 

7. (Original) The tape of ckim 1, wherein the composite reinforcing fihi . Is formed 
by co-extmsioa of the anchoring layer arid the reinforcing layer* 

8. (Original) The tape of cl;mn 1, wherein the reinforcing layer is acid ei f^hed. 

9. (Original) The t^o of claim 1, further comprising a primer layer betv/^en the first 
adhesive and Ihe polyurethane foam. 

10. (Original) The tape of claim 1, further comprising a release layer disi^'osed on a 
side of the second adhesive layer oppo5:-te to the reinforcing layer. 

1 L (Original) The t^e of c laim 10, wherein the release layer comprises ri: release 
coating, an iritemiediate layer, and a liner, wherein the release coating is disposed ori; :the second 
adhesive layer on a side opposite to the reinforcing layer, the intennediate layer is di sposed on 
the release ct mating on a side opposite to the second adhesive layer, and the liner is d disposed on 
the intermediate layer on a side opposite to the release coating, 

12. (Original) The tape of claim 1 1^ wherein the release coating further ^:□mprises a 
second intermediate layer disposed on the linot on a side opposite to the intermedia- 1;; layer, and a 
second release coating disposed on the second intennediate layer on a side opposite-lio the liner. 
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13, (Previo^isly presented) A foam cushion tape, comprising 

a compressible, open-celled polyiirethane foam layer having a first side and an '-^pposite 
second side, wherein the qompressible polyurethane foam has a thickness of about 5 t'>-i about 60 
mils (about 125 to about 1500 micromebjrs); 

a composite reinforcing film co33i prising an anchoring layer and a reinforcing 1 ayer, 
wherein 

the anchoring layer is sel«3Cted from the group consisting of polyurethf .fie, nylon, 
copolyester, and polyvinylidene chlorides and the reinforcing layer is selected from tie group 
consisting of jiolyetiiylene terephthalate. polybutylene tcrqjhthalate, polyvinyl^ polycirbonate, 
and polyetherimidej and further wherein 

the second side of the polyurethane foam is disposed on the anchoriuf; layer of the 
composite reinforcing film; 

a first pressure sensitive adhesive disposed on the first side of the compressit ie 
polyurethane foam; and 

a seccnd pressure sensitive adhe:siye disposed on the reinforcing layer of the iiiomposite 
reinforciQgfilm. 

14. (Original) The tape of claim 13, further comprising a release layer di fi^Dosed on a 
side of the sc cond adhesive layer opposdte to the reinforcing layer. 
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1 5. (Original) The tape of claim 14, wherein the release layer comprises a r elease 
coating, an intixtnediate layer, and a liner, wherein the release coating is disposed on ttie second 
adhesive layer on a side opposite to the reinforcing layer, tihe intermediate layer is disj:>0sed on ; 
the release coadng on a side opposite to ihe second adhesive layer, and the liner is dis. nosed on 
the intermedia s:e layer on a side opposite to the release coating, 

1 6. (Original) The tape of cliiim 1 5, wherein the release coating further a^mprises a 
second intenBediate layer disposed on ttie liner on a side opposite to the intermediate -layer, and a 
second releasr^ coating disposed on the second intermediate layer on a side opposite to-the liner, 

17. (Origraal) A foam cushion tape, comprising ; 
a compressible, open-celled pol^irrethane foam layer having a first side and an: oppositb 

i 

second side, wherem the CQmpre$sible polyurethane foam has a thickness of abont 5 Id about ^0 

I 

mils; I 

i 

a composite reinforcing film coanprising apolyvinylidene fluoride anchoring iayer and a 

polyethylene terephthalate reinforcing Uyer, whexein the second side of the polyuret:;ane foam is 

j 

disposed on tbe anchoring layer of the composite reinforcing film; i 
a first pressure sensitive adhesi^^e disposed on the first side of the compressilrle ; 

polyurethane foam; and ; 
a seond pressure sensitive adh-^sive disposed on the reinforcing layer of the '■composite 

reinforcing f Ihn. I 
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1 8 . (Original) The tape of claim 17, further comprising a release layer disf i:>sed on i 
side ofthe second adhesive layer opposite to the reinforcing layer> wherein the release , iayer 
comprises a re\ease coating, an intermediate layer, and a liner, wherein the release costag is 
disposed on th^s second adhesive layer or a side opposite to the remforcing layer, the i ? rlermediate 
layer i$ disposed on the release coating on a side opposite to the second adhesive laye:- and thej 
liner is dispos'-id on the intennediate lay^nr on a side opposite to the release coating. 

1 9. (Original) The tape of claim 1 8, wherein tiie release coating firrther c< emprises a 
second interm ediate layer disposed on ttie liner on a side opposite to the intermediate ^layerj and a 
second release coating disposed on the second intermediate layer on a side opposite t :i the hner. 

20. (Withdrawn) A method for the manufacture of foam cushion tapes fc i 
flexographic -jrintingj comprising 

casting a curable polyurefhane fi:)am composition onto an anchoring layer of r: composite 
reinforcing fi lm having an anchoring layer and a reinforcing layer; and 

curin,'^ the foam composition to forai a compressible polym-ethane foam; and 
coatiiig the cnred foatn with an adhesive on the side opposite to the anchoring!! layer, , 

i 
i 

2L (Withdrawn) The method ofclaim 20, wherein the cured compressilvfe | 
poIyurethan€ foam has a thickness of aMUt 5 to about 60 mils (about 25 to about If 00 j 
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22. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20, wherein the cured compressible* 
polyurethane f ,)am has a thickness of about 12 to about 17 mils {about 300 to about 4:::5 
micrometers). 

23» (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20^ wherein the anchoring layer is selected 
from the grou]> consisting of polyvinylidene chloride, polyurethane, copolyester^ and iaylon, and 
the reinforciniij layer is selected from the gronp consisting of polyethylene terephthalfJiej 
polybutylene i.erephthalate, polyvinyl, polycarbonate, and polyetherimide. 

24. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20, wherein the foam is open-cellf ^ 1 



25. (Withdrawn) The metho d of claim 20, wherein the anchoring layer comprises 
polyvinylidene chloride and the reinforcing layer comprises polyethylene terephthalffl 3. 



26. (Withdrawn) The methc-d of claim 20, wherein the composite tape is -tbimed by 
co-extrusion i^f the anchoring layer and the reinforcing layer. 



27. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 20^, wherein &e reinforcing layer h acid 



etched. 



28. (Withdrawn) A method for the manufacture of foam cushion tapes f nr 
flexographic printing, comprising 
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casting a ciirable polyurethane fofiia composition onto an anchoring layer of a composite 
reinforcing filt ii having a polyvinylidene anchoring layer and a polyethylene terqphthakte 
reinforcing laj^er; 

curing the foam composition to form a compressible, open celled polyurethancV foam 
having a thickness of about 12 to abont 1 7 mils (about 300 to about 425 micrometers" and 
coatin;^ the cured foam with an adhesive on the side opposite to the anchoiingi iayer. 

29s (Withdrawn) A foam cuishion tape manufactured by the method of cl; cim 20, 

30. (Withdrawn) A foam cushion tape manufactured by the method of cl fim 28, 

3 1 . (Withdrawn) A method for flexographic printing using the tape of cl um 1, 
comprising adhering the first adhesive layer to a printing cylinder^ and adhering the second 
adhesive layer to a flexible printing plate, 

32. (Withdrawn) A method, for floxographic printing nsing the tape of c^iivitn 15, 
comprising i idhering the first adhesive layer to a printing cylinder, and adhering the second 
adhesive laj er to a flexible printiag plate, 

33. (Withdrawn) A method for flexographic printing nsing the tape of <:";aim 1 9, 
comprising adhering the first adhesive; layer to a printing cylinder, and adhering thfi- second 
adhesive la/er to a flexible printing plate. 
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34. (New) The tape of claim 1 , wherein the anchoring layer is a polyvinyliiene 
chloride or a c« jpolyester and the reinforcing layer is a polyethylene ter ephthala-te or po^ybutylene 
terephthalate. 

3 5 . (NTew) The tape of claim 20, wherein the composite reiflforcing film ii ^ formed by 
co-extrusion cf the anchoring layer and Ihe reinforcing layer, 

36. (New) The tape of claim 13, wherein the anchoring layer is a polyvin:v;[idene 
chloride or a copolyester and the reinforcing layer is a polyefhyleae terephthalate or j Jalybutylene 
terephthalate. 

37. (New) The tape of claim 22, wherein the composite reinforcing fihn ;> formed! by 
co-extrusion i>f the anchoring layer and the reinforcing layer. 
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